2 CPSQ is the only on--site college degree program at a California prison. About 70 volunteers serve as instructors (MA required) and teaching assistants for about 250 students a semester. Students in the program have a GED/high school diploma, and earn an Associate of Arts Degree from Patten University in about three and a half years taking two courses per semester. Students range in age from 20 to 72; the average age is 36. As of 2004--2005, 32% were white, 37% were black, 18% were Hispanic, 7% were Asian, and 6% identified themselves as "other" (see www.prisonuniversityproject.org for more information). Participating in the CPSQ is a major commitment of time, effort and emotions for the students, and most set high personal standards for their work. The students understand what a privilege CPSQ is for them personally as well as within the state prison system as a whole, and they excel despite significant obstacles such as the lack of unstructured time to do coursework (most students have day jobs) or the daily emotional realities of living in a prison. California racially segregates inmates, and the classroom setting of CPSQ is one of the few integrated places at San Quentin. The program also includes students from different classes, ages, and educational backgrounds (GED through Ph.D.). Our courses were designed, in part, to take advantage of this diversity in presenting the approaches of anthropology and promoting the cultural understandings that studying anthropology lends itself to.
Student in class at San Quentin (2007). Photo courtesy Heather Rowley
successful way for the students to focus on a topic of interest to them and to synthesize material from a variety of sources. These two interrelated goals-to highlight human diversity and to encourage critical thinking-are a cornerstone of teaching anthropology in any setting and they are particularly well suited to constructing empowering courses on anthropology to be taught in prison.
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